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Temperatures in the Panhandle were slightly above
normals while the remainder of the State averaged one to five
degrees below normais. Precipitation was widespread across the
State and heavy in some areas. Averages ranged from two-tenths
of an inch in the north central portion of the State to nearly two
inches in the Panhandle.

GE_RAL

Dry conditions early last week continued to promote rapid
fieldwork progress, according to the Nebraska Agricultural
Statistics Service. Corn planting was near completion and over
two-thirds of the soybean and sorghum crops were m the ground.
Reports indicated that some producers stopped planting soybeans
and sorghum, due to dry soils, until they got some rain. Beginning
in the west on Thursday and through the weekend, rain was
received in most areas. Heavy amounts fell in portions of the
Patthandie. Producer activities included spring tillage, fertilizer
application, running pivots, working and moving cattle to summer
pastures.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition declined from the previous week
and rated 2% very poor, 18% poor, 49% fair, 29%good and 2%
excellent. Best crop conditions continued to be reported in the
central portions of Nebraska. By Sunday, 81% of the crop had
jointed, behind 87% last year and 96% for the five-year average.
The crop was 14% headed as of Sunday. This is slightly ahead of
last year's 13% but behind the average of 33%. Weekend rains
should improve crop condition.
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Corn planting was nearly complete as of Sunday.
Emergence was rated at 68%, compared with last year's 67% and
the five-year average of 56%. Reports in southern parts of the
State indicated that some producers had replanted due to soil
crusting and wire worm problems.

Soybean planting advanced at a rapid pane with 75%
planted by week's end, well ahead of last year's 39 % and the five-
year average of 47S. The crop was 18% emerged compared with
7% last year and 17% average.

Sornhum planting aciavities picked up with 68% complete
as of Sunday. This is well ahead of 34% last year and 37%
average. The crop was 11% emerged compared With 4% last year
and 12% average.

Oats condition rated 10% poor, 36% fair, 52% good, and
2% excellent.

Dry bean planting got underway last week with 5%
planted as of Sunday. This is behind last year's 11% and average
7%.

Alfalfa condition rated 6% very poor, 12% poor, 39%
fair, 39% goodand 4% excellent. The first cutting was 1%
complete compared with 1% last year but 9% average. Alfalfa
growth was short due to lack of moisture and cool temperatures.
Wild hay condition rated 2% very poor, 16% poor, 38% fair, 42%
good, and 2% excellent.

LIVESTOCK. PASTURE & RANGE

Pasture and range condttion rated 3% very poor, 14%
poor, 37% fair, 45% good, and 1% excellent. Pasture growth
continued slow due to lack of moisture and cool temperatures.
Cattle continued to be moved to summer pastures but supplemental
feeding was necessary in some northern counties.

FIELD WORK PROG_ AGRICULTURALSTATISTICSDISTRICTS ,_,r_ LAST LAST AVER-
AS OF MAY 25.1997 NW [ NC I NE I C I EC I SW I SC SE ST-,,,_ WEEK YEAR AGE
% Corn Planted 99 97 98 98 98 96 100 100 98 94 93 88
% Corn Emerged 46 50 48 70 80 68 83 74 68 40 67 56
% Wheat Jointed 64 61 43 95 90 98 93 99 81 63 87 96
% Wheat Headed 2 1 0 5 0 26 36 8 14 t 13 33
% Sorghumplanted n/a 65 54 83 69 65 71 66 68 27 34 37
%Sor_um Emerged n/a 5 3 24 15 6 17 7 11 1 4 12
9[ SoybeansPlanted n/a 64 74 83 72 88 95 75 75 42 39 47
% SoybeamEmerged n/a 14 7 51 15 26 42 31 18 3 7 17
% Dry Beans Planted 3 0 20 rda n/a i0 n/a n/a 5 n/a I1 7
% Alfalfa FtrstCutting 0 0 0 1 2 l 5 7 1 n/a 1 9
DAYS SUITABLEAND SOILMOISTURECONDITION
AS OF MAY 23, 1997
Days suitable 5 4 6 1 6 7 6 3 6 9 6 2 6 3 6 9 6.3 6.9 3 9
Topsoil moisture - Very Short 3 1 8 1 10 35 23 7 9 7 1

(Percent) - Short 54 45 59 65 70 48 59 64 58 . 38 13
- Adequate 43 54 31 34 20 17 18 29 33 55 71
-Surplus 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15

Subsoil motsture- Very Short 0 0 1 1 0 4 2 0 1 2 3
(Percent) - Short 2A 7 14 27 22 63 32 19 22 16 28

- Adequate 76 93 82 65 78 33 66 81 76 81 67
- Surplus 0 0 3 7 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

n/a = not available
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PRECIt'ITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, MAY 24, 1996
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PRECIPITATION, APRIL 1 - MAY 24, 1997

NW NC NE CEN EC
1.98 .23 1.14 .69 .52

4.34 3.50 4.54 3.52 4.42
4.17 4.76 5 39 5.27 6.00

104% 74% 84% 67% 74%

SW SC SE '

.71 .71 .41

1.76 2.97 4.99
4.44 5.14 5.96

40% 58% 84%

Station

TEMPERATURE, PRECIPITATION, AND GROWING DEGREE DAY DATA, ,,,
WF_'K ENDING SATURDAY I ,MAY 24_ 1997 : ,

, Growing Degree Data

NW Cha.dron
Sco_tshluff

Sidney
NC Valentine

Arthur

O'Neill

NE _:_ _ Norfolk

• '_ _._oux City
:,,., Concord

We_t Point

CEN Grand Island

Ord

Keamey
EC Lincoln

Omahu

Central City
Mead.

SW. .... Imperial
North Platte

McCook

SC Holdrege ,
Red Cloud

SE Beatrice

Temperature Precipitation

Ex_emes Total
Max -, Min Departure Inches

77 31

81 32
77 33

75 32

82 30

85 32

85 33
80 32

89 34

88 38

80 ,39

78 36

.... "T

Mean

59

59

56
57

58

59

60

59

62

61

59

• 59

Since April 15

LasL CUrrent Normal
Week

--- 1.14 -:-

+1 4.15 2_8
.... 64 287

-3 .29 ....
...... 281

...... 252
-5 1.36 ---

-4. 1.44 ---
...... 243'

-- ,--- 249,
...... 258

-3 .44 =-
.... 40 273

...... 310

-2 .02 290

-2 .05 ---

...... 291

...... 288

--- ,1.76 . --
-1 .13 323
...... 358

_-..... ' _" 319

...... 316

...... 297

---- --.

385 343

361 345

347 376

,329 399

330 ' 406

33o' 401
,,,358, 422

356 410

392 415

405 452

' 377 - 420

'405 " 44Y

4oi " 387_i
443 400
387 4-14 --
407 416

395 452

Clay Center .__ .: ......... -,' 302 395_,: 420

Growing Degree Days.(GDD ) are .used.to measure the length oft:me requrred for a crop to._reachmat_: ay.i Tim forimfla _ to
calculate G_D is: _,.M_.'.tfml>j +:fi_in_,temp, _ivided by 2 minus 50 = GDD. For example, tt me averag_ temperature [qr a _.y, ,=,:
70 deg_kes, the GDD _-'-20 for tltat day. GDD are calculated for each day and accumulated from April 15.

Growing Degree Day data m furn,_hed by t_epartment of Agncultural /""..... Meteorology, lllstit_._,f Agriculture and Natural Resources,
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln.


